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Amazon Mechanical Turk Command Line Reference

Welcome

This is the Amazon Mechanical Turk Command Line Reference. This guide provides descriptions and
samples and other resources related to the Amazon Mechanical Turk command line interface. The major
sections of this guide are described in the following table.

Amazon Mechanical Turk is a web service that provides an on-demand, scalable, human workforce to
complete jobs that humans can do better than computers, for example, recognizing objects in photos.
For more information about this product go to Amazon Mechanical Turk.

To download the tools go to Amazon Mechanical Turk Command Line Tools.

Commands (p. 2) Alphabetical list of all Amazon Mechanical Turk commands.
Files Used by the Command Line Description of the files that the Command Line Tools use.
Tools (p. 53)

Regions and Endpoints Itemized regions and endpoints for all AWS products.

API Version 2008-08-02
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Command Line Reference

Topics
¢ approveQualificationRequests (p. 3)
e approveWork (p. 5)
¢ assignQualification (p. 8)
¢ blockWorker (p. 11)
e createQualificationType (p. 13)
e deleteHITs (p. 15)
¢ evaluateQualificationRequests (p. 17)
e extendHITs (p. 20)
¢ getBalance (p. 22)
¢ getQualificationRequests (p. 24)
¢ getResults (p. 26)
e grantBonus (p. 28)
¢ loadHITs (p. 30)
* makeTemplate (p. 33)
¢ rejectQualificationRequests (p. 35)
¢ rejectWork (p. 37)
¢ resetAccount (p. 39)
e reviewResults (p. 41)
¢ revokeQualification (p. 43)
¢ unblockWorker (p. 45)
e updateHITs (p. 47)
¢ updateQualificationScore (p. 49)
¢ updateQualificationType (p. 51)

This section describes the commands available in the Command Line Tools.

API Version 2008-08-02
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approveQualificationRequests

approveQualificationRequests

Description

The approveQual i fi cati onRequest s command approves a list of Qualification requests. You can
obtain the list from a call to getQualificationRequests (p. 24).

For information about Qualifications and Qualification requests, see the Amazon Mechanical Turk Developer

Guide.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the appr oveQual i fi cat i onRequest s command.
Name Description Required
-approvefile Specifies a tab delimited text file that contains the list of Conditional
[fil ename] Qualification requests to approve. For information about this

file, see The Qualification approve file in Files Used by the
Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Condition: Required if the qual Request argument is not
specified.

Example: - approvefile

qual i fication_requests_toapprove.txt

-force Specifies not to prompt for manual confirmation before approving | No
the requests. Only advanced developers should use this
argument.

Example: - f or ce

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p

- qual Request The Qualification request IDs to approve. Multiple Qualification | Conditional
[Qualification request IDs are comma separated.
request | D] Condition: Required if the appr ovef i | e argument is not

specified.

Example: - qual Request
TA3ZJIBYP2Y72JSX2BBNOTZ8ZTMAF6 HAZVQADESFZ

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk sandbox | No
for testing. This argument takes precedence even if you specify
the production web site in your nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-score [val ue] The default score to assign for each approved Qualification No
request. Any scores defined in the appr ovefi | e override this
default.

Example: - score 100

API Version 2008-08-02
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Example

Example
The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the appr oveQual i fi cat i onRequest s

command. The examples use a file named qual i fi cati ons. t xt that contains 10 requests. Each
request in the file gets a score of 100.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

.l approveQualificati onRequests.sh -approvefile qualifications.txt -score 100

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

approveQual i ficati onRequests -approvefile qualifications.txt -score 100

Output

These examples produce output similar to the following, but all 10 requests are listed.

You are about to grant 10 qual request(s).
To confirmthis operation, please press ENTER (or press Cirl+C to abort):

[ TA3ZIBYP2Y7ZJSX2BBNOTZ8ZTMAF6HAZVQADESFZ] Qual Request successful |y approved
with val ue (100)

Related Commands

¢ rejectQualificationRequests (p. 35)
¢ revokeQualification (p. 43)

API Version 2008-08-02
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approveWork

approveWork

Description

The appr oveWdr k command approves assignments Workers have submitted to Amazon Mechanical
Turk. To specify the assignments to approve you can:

« Obtain the assignment IDs from a call to getResults (p. 26) then call the appr oveWor k command and
use the assi gnnent argument to list the IDs. When you use this argument, you are prompted to
provide optional comments that the Worker can see in the Status section of the web site.

¢ Use the file that a call the get Resul t s returns as the appr ovefi | e argument. You can provide
optional comments for Workers in this file. For information about the format of this file, see Files Used
by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

¢ Provide a path to the . success file that a call to loadHITs (p. 30) returns. The appr oveWbr k command
attempts to approve all assignments for all HITs in the . success file.

When you use this command, it initiates two payments from your Requester account. Amazon Mechanical
Turk pays the reward specified in the HIT to the Worker who submitted the assignment, and also debits
your account for any fees. If your Requester account does not have adequate funds for these payments,
this command returns an error.

Arguments
The following table describes the arguments for the appr oveWsr k command.
Name Description Required
-approvefile The name of a text file that contains a list of assignment | Conditional
[fil ename] IDs and, optionally, approval comments. For information

about this file, see The approve file in Files Used by the
Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Condition: Required if neither the - assi gnnent argument
nor the - successfi | e argument is specified.

Example: - approvefil e hel |l oworl d_approve.t xt

- assi gnment The assignment to approve. Multiple assignments IDs are | Conditional
[ assi gnnent | D] comma separated.

Condition: Required if neither the - appr ovefil e
argument nor the - successf i | e argument is specified.

Example: - assi gnment  SYSZHEHTMKFG2ZDECWS0

-force Specifies not to prompt for manual confirmation before No
performing the operation. Only advanced developers
should use this argument.

Example: - f orce

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p

API Version 2008-08-02
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Example
Name Description Required
- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No

sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-successfile [path] The path to the . success file that a call to Conditional
loadHITs (p. 30) returned. This argument attempts to
approve all assignments for all HITs in the file. For
information about this file, see The success file in Files
Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Condition: Required if neither the - approvefil e
argument nor the - assi gnnment argument is specified.

Example: - approvefil e hel |l oworl d_approve.t xt

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the appr oveWor k command. The
examples approve one assignment in the file appr oval . t xt .

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

.l approveWrk. sh -approvefil e approval .txt

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

approveWork -approvefile approval.txt

Output

These examples produce the following output.

--- Starting approval ---
[ 62145TS44X94HHYGNPZK2CPOELIK9T1IPR8Z42WEZ] Assi gnment successful |y approved
for HT 62145TS44X94HHYGMPZ
--- Finished approval ---
1 assignments approved.
0 assignnents failed to be approved.

API Version 2008-08-02
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Related Commands

Related Commands

e rejectWork (p. 37)

API Version 2008-08-02
7



Amazon Mechanical Turk Command Line Reference
assignQualification

assignQualification

Description

The assi gnQual i fi cati on command assigns a Qualification to a Worker without the Worker requesting
the Qualification. There are two ways to use this operation:

¢ Bulk Operation— If you want to assign multiple Qualifications, use this command with a file that
contains the Qualification Type ID and the list of Workers to be assigned the Qualfication.

¢ Single Assignmentn— You can specify the Qualification Type ID, the Worker, and the assigned
Qualification score on the command line.

Arguments
The following table describes the arguments for the assi gnQual i fi cati on command.

Name Description Required
-donotnotify Specifies not to notify Workers when you have assigned | No

them the Quialification.
Example: - donot noti fy

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p

-input [fil enane] Specifies the file that contains the Qualification 1D you Conditional
want to assign to Workers. This file contains a single
Qualification ID. You can find this ID in the . success file
generated after you create the Qualification with the
createQualificationType (p. 13) operation.For
information about this file, see The Qualification ID file in
Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Condition: Required if the qual t ypei d argument is not
specified.

Example: - i nput

qualification. properties.success

-qual typeid Specifies the Qualification Type ID of the Qualification you | Conditional
[Qualification Type | wantto assign to the Worker. This ID can be found in the
1 DO . success file generated after you create the Qualification

with the > operation.
Condition: Required if the i nput argument is not specified.
Example: - qual t ypei d RWFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

API Version 2008-08-02
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Example
Name Description Required
-score [integer] Specifies the default Qualification score to assign to No

Workers. This argument can be used with both the bulk
operation and the single assignment. If this argument is
not specified, and the score has not been defined in the
scorefile, a default score of 1 is used.

Example: - score 100

-scorefile [fil enane] | Specifies a file which contains a tab delimited list of Worker | Conditional
IDs and optional Qualification scores to assign to each
Worker. If the score is not specified, a default value of 1
is assigned. For information about this file, see The score
file in Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Condition: Required if the - wor ker i d argument is not
specified.
Example: - scorefil e wor ker st oassi gn. t xt

-wor kerid [Wrker |D] | Specifies the ID of the Worker you want to assign the Conditional
Qualification to.

Condition: Required if the scor ef i | e argument is not
specified.
Example: - wor keri d A3CAGDMXFGEPQ

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the Assi gnQual i fi cati on command.
The examples demonstrate a single assignment.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./lassignQualification.sh -qualtypeid RWZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ - wor keri d
A3CAGBDMXFGPQ -score 100

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

assignQualification -qualtypeid RAWFZTKZ55ZPZXNLC8TDZ - wor keri d A3CAGBDMXFGEPQ
-score 100

Output

These examples produce the following output.

API Version 2008-08-02
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Related Commands

Assigned qualification RWZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ t o A3CAGSDMXFGEPQ wi th val ue 100

Related Commands

¢ createQualificationType (p. 13)

API Version 2008-08-02
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blockWorker

Description

The bl ockWr ker command blocks a Worker from working on your HITs.

Arguments
The following table describes the arguments for the bl ockWor ker command.

Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No

Example: - hel p

-reason [string] The reason why the Worker is being blocked. This reason | Yes
is logged in our system for auditing purposes and can be
used to determine if corrective action against the Worker
is necessary. Enclose the reason string in quotation marks.

Example:-reason "After several warnings, the
Worker continued to submit answers w thout
reading the instructions carefully."

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even

if you specify the production web site in your
nturk. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-wor kerid [Worker ID] | The ID of the Worker you want to block. Yes
Example: - wor keri d A3CAG3DMXFGEPQ

Example
The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the bl ockWor ker command.
Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix. You must write this command
on a single line. It is divided into multiple lines in this example for readability.

. I bl ockWbr ker.sh -workerid ABCAGBDMXFGEPQ -reason "After several warnings, the
Wor ker continued to
submit answers w thout reading the instructions carefully."

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows. You should write
this command on a single line. It is divided into multiple lines in this example for readability.

API Version 2008-08-02
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bl ockWor ker -workerid ABCAGBDMXFGEPQ -reason "After several warnings, the
Wor ker continued to
submit answers w thout reading the instructions carefully."

Output

These examples produce the following ouput.

Bl ocked ASCAGBDMXFGPQ with reason: After several warnings, the Wrker continued
to subnmit answers without reading the instructions carefully.

Related Commands

¢ unblockWorker (p. 45)

API Version 2008-08-02
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createQualificationType

createQualificationType

Description

The creat eQual i fi cati onType command creates a Qualification that can be used for your HITs. You
can use the arguments to specify files that contain the Qualification test and the answers for the test. You
can also create a Qualification that does not require a test. For more information about Qualifications,

see the Amazon Mechanical Turk Developer Guide.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the cr eat eQual i fi cati onType command.

Name

-answer [fil enane]

-helpor-h

-noretry

-properties
[fil ename]

-question [fil enanme]

- sandbox

Example

Description

Specifies the file that contains the answers for the
Qualification test. If this argument is omitted, you create
a Qualification that does not require a test. For information
about this file, see The Qualification answer file in Files
Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Example: - answer qualification.answers

Displays the help for this operation.
Example: - hel p

Specifies that Workers can only request the Qualification
once.

Example: - noretry

Specifies the Qualification properties file. For information
about this file, see The Qualification properties file in Files
Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Example:- properties qualification.properties

Specifies the Qualification question file that contains the
Qualification test. For information about this file, see The
Qualification question file in Files Used by the Command
Line Tools (p. 53).

Example:- questi on qualification. question

Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your

nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Required

No

No

No

Yes

No

No

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the cr eat eQual i fi cati onType
command. The examples use the property file qual i fi cati on. properti es and the question file
qual i fication. questi on. These examples create the qualification in the test environment.

API Version 2008-08-02
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Output

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

.createQualificationType.sh -properties qualification.properties -question
qualification.question -noretry -sandbox

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

createQualificationType -properties qualification.properties -question qualific
ation.question -noretry -sandbox

Output

If this command completes successfully, it creates a . success file with the name specified in the

- properti es argument. For this example, the file is named qual i f i cati on. properti es. success.
This file contains the Qualification Type ID of the newly created Qualification. This command also produces
ouput similar to the following.

Created qualification type: KYJ4&ZZ5G3M6TDCEWFO

You can take the test here:

http://worker sandbox. nt ur k. conf mt ur k/ request qual i fi cati on?qualifica
ti onl d=KYJ4GZZ5G3 M6 TDCEWYFO

Related Commands

¢ getQualificationRequests (p. 24)

API Version 2008-08-02
14



Amazon Mechanical Turk Command Line Reference
deleteHITs

deleteHITs

Description

The del et eH Ts command deletes your HITs from Amazon Mechanical Turk. Use the arguments to
specify how to handle assignments that have not been approved or are still available to Workers. You
specify the HITs to delete in a file, which you generate as the output of getResults (p. 26).

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the del et eHl Ts command.
Name Description Required
- approve Automatically approves any assignments that have been | No

submitted and have not been approved or rejected.
Assignments that are in the review or reviewing states
cannot be deleted.

Example: - appr ove

-expire Automatically expires any HITs that are still available to | No
Workers on Amazon Mechanical Turk. Live HITs cannot
be deleted.

Example: - expire

-force Specifies not to prompt for manual confirmation before No
deleting the HITs. Only advanced developers should use
this argument.

Example: -force

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example:- hel p

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-successfile Specifies the success file that contains the HITs to be Yes
[fil ename] deleted. For information about this file, see The success
file in Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Example: - successfil e hell oworl d. success

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the del et eHl Ts command. This example
deletes five assignments in the file sur vey. success. If any HITs in the file have been submitted, this
example approves them. If any HITs are still available, this example expires them.

API Version 2008-08-02
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Output

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

del eteH Ts -successfile survey.success -approve -expire

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./del eteH Ts.sh -successfil e survey.success -approve -expire

Output

These examples produce the following output.

--- Starting to delete HTs ---
You are about to delete 5 H Ts.
To confirmthis operation, please press ENTER (or press Ctrl+C to abort):

[ X1IF6ZRZ8GMETS561XR0] Successfully deleted HT (1/5)
[ BX3GV2YWKAZZROZCEYBO] Successfully deleted H T (2/5)
[ YASZKSYWWWMAZO53TYKZ] Successfully deleted HT (3/5)
[ DYBZQP51T3VEKHXXFWR0] Successfully deleted H T (4/5)
[ FOOPWRZ8IWDEWSZ2FZJZ] Successfully deleted H T (5/5)
--- Finished to delete HTs ---

5 H Ts have been del eted or were del eted previously.

0 errors occured.

API Version 2008-08-02
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evaluateQualificationRequests

Description

The eval uat eQual i fi cati onRequest s command evaluates the answers submitted by Workers so
you can approve or reject the Qualification requests. You can use the pr evi ewargument to view the
results before you approve them. If you run this command without the pr evi ew argument, the request
is approved or rejected.

This command uses an answer key file to automatically review Workers' test results and determine if the
Quialification request should be approved or rejected.

. J Tip
This allows you to specify free text answers that can be automatically processed. This overcomes

a limitation of the Amazon Mechanical Turk system where FreeTextAnswer type answers cannot
be auto-graded.

All questions must be answered correctly in order for the Qualification request to be approved. A
Qualification score of 100 is assigned for approvals.

For more information about Qualifications, see the Amazon Mechanical Turk Developer Guide.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the eval uat eQual i fi cati onRequest s command.
Name Description Required
-answers [fil enane] Specifies the file that contains the answer key. For Yes

information about this file, see The Qualification answer
key file in Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Example: - answer s qual i ficati on. answer key

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p

-input [filenane] Specifies the file that contains the Qualification ID you Conditional
want to assign to Workers. This file contains a single
Qualification ID. This ID is found in a . success file
generated after you create the Qualification with the
createQualificationType (p. 13) operation. For information
about this file, see The Qualification ID file in Files Used
by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Condition: Required if the qual t ypei d argument is not
specified.

Example: - i nput

qual i fication. properties. success

-previ ew Specifies that you want to preview the outcome of the No
Qualification request evaluations before submitting the
decisions to Amazon Mechanical Turk.

Example: - pr evi ew

API Version 2008-08-02
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Example
Name Description Required
-qual typeid Specifies the Qualification Type ID for which to evaluate | Conditional
[Qualification Type | the Qualification requests.
) Condition: Required if the i nput argument is not specified.

Example: - qual t ypei d RWFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ
- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even

if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the eval uat eQual i fi cati onRequest s
command. These examples preview the results.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./l eval uateQual i ficati onRequests.sh -answers qualification.answerkey -qualtypeid
RWFZTKZ55ZPZXNLC8TDZ - pr evi ew

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

eval uat eQual i fi cati onRequests -answers qualification.answerkey -qualtypeid RW
FZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ - previ ew

Output

These examples produce the following output.

Preview flag is set. Qualification requests will not be approved or rejected.
---[Worker ABCAGBDMFSGBPQ] - - - - - - - - m s m e e e o o
Question questionl: CORRECT [ The answer key 'false' matches the given answer
"fal se']

Question question2: CORRECT [ The answer key 'true' mmtches the given answer
"true']

Question question3: CORRECT [ The answer key '1' mmtches the given answer '1']
Wor ker A3CAGBDMFSGEPQ has PASSED your test and scored 100

API Version 2008-08-02
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Related Commands

¢ getQualificationRequests (p. 24)

API Version 2008-08-02
19



Amazon Mechanical Turk Command Line Reference
extendHITs

extendHITs

Description

The ext endH Ts command extends the expiration date or increases the maximum number of assignments
for all HITs in the specified - successfi | e.f you extend the expiration date, and the HIT has not expired,
the new expiration date is the existing date plus the amount of time specified. If the HIT has already
expired, the new expiration date is the current time plus the amount of time specified. If you add additional
assignments, you must be sure that you have enough funds to pay for the assignments.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the ext endHl Ts command.
Name Description Required
-assi gnnments The number of assignments to add to the HITs. No
[integer] Example: - assi gnment s 12

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No

Example: - hel p

-hours [integer] The amount of time, in hours, by which to extend the No
expiration date of the HITs.

Example: - hours 12

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox. This argument takes precedence even if you
specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-successfile The path to the . success file that contains the HITsto | Yes
[fil enanme] extend. This is the file that loadHITs (p. 30) returns. For
information about this file, see The success file in Files
Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Example:- successfil e
..\ nysurvey\ mysurvey. success

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the ext endHl Ts command. These
examples add four assignments and three hours to the five HITs in the . success file.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./l extendH Ts.sh -successfile ..\nysurvey\nysurvey. success -assignnents 4 -hours

API Version 2008-08-02
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Output

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

extendH Ts -successfile ..\nysurvey\mysurvey.success -assignnents 4 -hours 3

Output

This example produces output similar to the following.

--- Starting to extend HTs ---

[ OYFZ2TYJF3HZPGZV4Z40] Successfully extended HI T (1/5)

[ 4GVZSHZKKKOWIOMDXWAO] Successfully extended H T (2/5)

[ XYTZYOYKIWRZTCZMBZ80] Successfully extended H T (3/5)

[ RzGzZz426 GXKTV5DX81B0] Successfully extended H T (4/5)

[ M6ZN61IMI9EAME0MD4Z] Successfully extended H T (5/5)

--- Finished to extend H Ts ---
5 H Ts have been extended (added 4 assignnent(s), 3 hour(s))
0 HTs failed to be extended.
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getBalance

Description

The get Bal ance command retrieves the available balance in your Amazon Mechanical Turk account.
This amount is your current balance minus any outstanding payments, fees, or bonuses you owe.

Arguments
The following table describes the arguments for the get Bal ance command.
Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p
- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No

sandbox and gets your sandbox account balance. This
amount is always $10000.00. This argument takes
precedence even if you specify the production web site in
your nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the get Bal ance command.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./ get Bal ance. sh

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

get Bal ance

Output

This example produces output similar to the following.
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Your account bal ance: $819. 45
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getQualificationRequests

Description

The get Qual i fi cati onRequest s command retrieves the Qualification requests from Workers for your
Qualifications. For more information about Qualifications and Qualification requests see the Amazon
Mechanical Turk Developer Guide.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the get Qual i fi cati onRequest s command.
Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No

Example: - hel p

-outputfile Specifies the output file. This is a tab delimited text file that | Yes
[fil ename] contains the details of Workers' Qualification. You can then
approve or reject the Qualification Requests by using
approveQualificationRequests (p. 3) or
rejectQualificationRequests (p. 35) command. For
information about this file, see The Qualification request
file in Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Example: - out putfile
qualification_requests.txt

-qual typeid Specifies the Qualification Type ID of the Qualification you | No
[Qualification Type |wantto retrieve requests for. This IDisin a . success file
1 DO generated after you create the Qualification with the

createQualificationType (p. 13) command.Ifthis
ID is not specified, all Qualification requests for
Qualifications you own are included in the output file.

Example:- qual t ypei d RWFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ
- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even

if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the get Qual i fi cati onRequest s
command. These examples write the requests for all Qualification types to the file qual r equest s. t xt .

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix:
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Output

./ getQualificati onRequests.sh -outputfile qualrequests.txt

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows:

get Qualificati onRequests -outputfile qual requests.txt

Output

These examples retrieved four Qualfication requests and produced the following output.

Retrieved 4 Qualification Requests
Answers successfully saved to file: qual requests.txt

Related Commands

¢ evaluateQualificationRequests (p. 17)
¢ approveQualificationRequests (p. 3)

¢ rejectQualificationRequests (p. 35)
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getResults

Description

The get Resul t s command retrieves the results of HITs submitted to Amazon Mechanical Turk. You
must supply the name of a file that contains the IDs of the HITs. You can get this file from a call to
loadHITs (p. 30).

Arguments
The following table describes the arguments for the get Resul t s command.

Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No

Example: - hel p

- naneval uepairs Outputs the results as name-value pairs instead of column | No
format.

Example: - nameval uepairs

-outputfile Specifies the file in which the results are saved. For Yes
[fil ename] information about this file, see The output file in Files Used
by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Example: -out putfil e helloworld.results

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-successfile Specifies the path and name of the . success file that Yes
[filenane] loadHITs (p. 30) returns. For information about this file,
see The success file in Files Used by the Command Line
Tools (p. 53).

Example: - successfil e hell oworld. success

This command creates an output file that contains the results of submitted HITs. The file contains all data
related to the submitted HITs and assignments. Each HIT in this file has a link to your Manage HITs page
on the Requester website. Use these links to manually reject assignments, pay bonuses, or send emails
to Workers.

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the get Resul t s command.
Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.
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./ getResul ts.sh -successfile survey.success -outputfile survey.results

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

get Resul ts -successfile survey.success -outputfile survey.results

Output

This example writes the results to the survey.results file and produces output similar to the following:

--[Retrieving Results]----------

Retrieved
Retri eved
Retri eved
Retrieved
Retrieved
Retrieved
Retrieved
Retri eved
Retrieved
Retrieved

HT
HT
HT
HT
HT
HT
HT
HT
HT
HT

1/ 10, 832TY7YES5HKWS1HIO0YRO
2/ 10, EVRZHAAR3R7ZAWYS5XZAZ
3/ 10, 5YJOT51KASD63A4I5YWD
4/ 10, O0X5PSKYBVXNZPXZHCY0Z
5/ 10, FWDE79ST7Y6A025QVXHZ
6/ 10, X3YPN7HBFRXJ1KYMPGANZ
7/ 10, YZIEZWZ3QW5Z28D9DEO0
8/ 10, 2J5Z5MZ91A06JFGRYYGZ
9/ 10, PYMPVNRPPW/ZTJNORXEO
10/ 10, NOPZZOYWY9ZZQZPQH3Z

--[Done Retrieving Results]----------

Results have been witten to file 'survey.results'.

Assi gnments conpl eted: 30/30 (100%

Ti me el apsed: 0:05:16 (h:mm ss)

Average submit time: 13.7 seconds

Related Commands

e approveWork (p. 5)
e rejectWork (p. 37)
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grantBonus

Description

The gr ant Bonus command issues a payment from your account to a Worker. This payment happens
separately from the reward you pay to the Worker when you approve the Worker's assignment. You must
have enough funds in your account to pay for the bonus.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the gr ant Bonus command.
Name Description Required
-anount [deci nal ] The amount of bonus to give the Worker. Yes

Example: - anbunt 10. 50

-assi gnment The ID of the assignment associated with this bonus. Yes

[assignment |D] Example: - assi gnnent
ZYJZWSCATODZRFYS5KYPO0S0ZS8Y5HONZROYAMY1Z

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p

-reason [text] The reason for the bonus. You must enclose the string in | Yes
quotation marks.

Example:-reason "You did the npst work | ast
week. "

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox. This argument takes precedence even if you

specify the production web site in your
nturk. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-workerid [workerl D] | The ID of the Worker who gets the bonus. Yes
Example: - wor keri d A3CAGDMXFGEPQ

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the gr ant Bonus command.
Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./ grant Bonus. sh -workerid ABCAGBDWXFGPQ - assi gnment O0YFZ2TYJF3HZPGZVAZA0EZDAYZZF
DSTZOYG/8W2Z -reason "Your answers are very accurate." -anmount 5.00

API Version 2008-08-02
28



Amazon Mechanical Turk Command Line Reference
Output

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

gr ant Bonus -workeri d A3SCAGDMXFGEPQ - assi gnnent OYFZ2TYJF3HZPGZV4Z40EZDAYZZFD
STZOYG/8W2Z-reason "Your answers are very accurate." -anount 5.00

Output

These examples produce output similar to the following.

Granted bonus to A3CAGDVWXFGEPQ
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loadHITs

Description

The | oadHl Ts command loads HITs into Amazon Mechanical Turk. Before you can use this command,
you must create an i nput file, a questi on file, and a pr oper ti es file. If you are loading a single HIT,
your quest i on file can contain the question information. The quest i on file is an XML file that conforms
to the QuestionForm Data Structure. If you are loading multiple HITs, you should create a question
template file. This file has the same XML format as the quest i on file, but it contains placeholders for
the fields defined in the i nput file. For each row in the i nput file, the system inserts the the fields into
the placeholders of the template file. The number of rows in the i nput file determines how many HITs
are created. For more information about these files, see Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

If the HITs load successfully, this operation creates a . success file with the same name as your . i nput
file. That is, if your input file is called MyHI Ts. i nput , then the . success file will be MyHI Ts. success.
If the HITs do not load successfully, this operation creates a . f ai | ur e file with the same name as your
. i nput file. If you want to call this command multiple times with the same input file, you can use the

| abel argument to change the name of the created file. For more information about the . success file

and the . f ai | ur e file see Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Arguments
The following table describes the arguments for the | oadHl Ts command.

Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation No

Example: - hel p

-input [file nane] Specifies the input file. For information about this file, see | Yes
The input file in Files Used by the Command Line
Tools (p. 53).

Example: -i nput hel | owor| d. i nput

-l abel [fil enane] Specifies the name to use for the . success and the No
.failurefiles.

Example: - | abel survey_2

-maxhits Specifies the maximum number of HITs to create. Use this | No
for testing if you do not want to load the entire input file.

Example: - maxhits 1

-preview Creates an HTML preview of the HIT instead of loading it | No
into Amazon Mechanical Turk. The name of the file is
specified by the argument. If the - pr evi ewf i | e argument
is not specified, this operation creates a file named
previ ew. ht m in the current directory.

Example: - pr evi ew

-previewfile [file Specifies the name of the html preview file. This argument | No
nane] is used only if the pr evi ewargument is specified.

Example: - previewfil e helloworld. htm
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Example
Name Description Required
-properties [file Specifies the HIT properties file. For information about this | Yes
name] file, see The HIT properties file in Files Used by the

Command Line Tools (p. 53).
Example: - properti es hell oworl d. properties

-question [fil e nane] | Specifies the question file. For information about this file, | Yes
see The question file in Files Used by the Command Line
Tools (p. 53).

Example: - questi on hel | owor | d. questi on

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the | oadHl Ts command. This example
loads five HITs using the information found in the sur vey. i nput, survey. questi on, and
survey. properti es files found in the directory . . \ survey.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./loadH Ts.sh -input ..\survey\survey.input -question ..\survey\survey. question
-properties ..\survey\survey.properties

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

Il oadH Ts -input ..\survey\survey.input -question ..\survey\survey.question -
properties ..\survey\survey. properties

Output

These examples create a . success file with the same path and name as the file specified by the- i nput
argument. In these examples, the returned file is sur vey. sucess in the . . \ sur vey directory. The
command produces the following output.

--[Initializing]----------
I nput: ..\survey\survey.input
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Properties: ..\survey\survey.properties
Question File: ..\survey\survey. question
Previ ew node di sabl ed

--[Loading HITS]----------

Start time: Fri Dec 14 16:23:28 PST 2007
Created HT 1: H Tl d=GX9P62Y4EXAZSZYRBEZ
Created H T 2: H Tl d=2WAZRKZHC27ZV25HYXDO
Created HI T 3: HI Tl d=R8TZ2QYQKXMZ6X1NYKNO
Created H T 4: H Tl d=TA6CVRDABWPTNNO13W)
Created HT 5: H TI d=ROAZ1KZSVWFZS75QZRFO

You may see your HIT(s) with H TTypeld ' YTXZ13ZWEYFZRBZ4V120' here:
http://ww. nturk. conm nturk/previ ew?groupl d=YTXZ13ZWEYFZRBZ4V120
End tine: Fri Dec 14 16:23:32 PST 2007

--[Done Loading H Ts]----------

Total load tinme: 4 seconds.
Successfully | oaded 5 HI Ts.

Related Commands

« getResults (p. 26)
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Description

The nakeTenpl at e command creates a copy of a sample application. After you run the sample
applications that the Amazon Mechanical Turk Command Line Tools provide, you might want to create
your own application, probably one that is similar to one of the sample applications. The makeTenpl at e
command makes it easy for you to replicate one of the samples in a different directory.

You can make a template of a HIT-generating sample, such as the Hello World sample or the Best Image
sample. For these templates, run the makeTenpl at e command from the [ Command Li ne Tool s
installation directory]\hits directory.

You can also make templates of Qualification-generating samples, such as the Assign Qualification
sample. For these templates, run the makeTenpl at e from the Command Li ne Tool s installation
directory]\qualifications directory.

Arguments
The following table describes the arguments for the makeTenpl at e command.

Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No

Example: - hel p

-target [directory Specifies the name of the directory to create. This is the | Yes
nane] directory where the new files will be copied. This name is
also used for the files that are created in this directory.

Example: - t ar get weat her survey

-tenpl ate [directory | The name of the sample directory you are making the Yes
nane] template from.

Example:- t enpl at e i nage_cat egory

When you run this command for HIT-type samples, the Command Line Tools creates the new directory
and copies the . i nput, . questi on, and. properti es files from the specified sample. It creates these
files with the name specified inthe - t ar get option. The Command Line Tools also creates new r un. cnd,
get Resul ts. cnd, and appr oveAndDel et eResul t s. cnd files.

When you run this command for qualification-type samples, the Command Line Tools creates the new
directory and copies the . answer ,. questi on, and . properti es files from the specified sample. It
creates these files with the name specified in the - t ar get option. The Command Line Tools also creates

new cr eat eQual i fi cation. cnd, updat eQual i fi cation. cnd, and
deacti vateQualification. cnd files.

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the makeTenpl at e command.
Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.
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./ makeTenpl ate.sh -target my_survey -tenpl ate best _i mage

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

makeTenpl ate -target my_survey -tenpl ate best_i mage

Output

These examples produce the following ouput.

Copyi ng resource file: ..\hits\nmy_survey\ny_survey. question
Copying resource file: ..\hits\ny_survey\nmy_survey. properties
Copying resource file: ..\hits\ny_survey\ny_survey.input
Generating script: ..\hits\ny_survey\run.cnd

Generating script: ..\hits\ny_survey\getResults.cnd

Generating script: ..\hits\ny_survey\approveAndDel et eResul ts. cnd
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rejectQualificationRequests

Description

TherejectQualificati onRequest s command rejects Workers' Qualification requests.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the r ej ect Qual i fi cati onRequest s command.
Name Description Required
-force Specifies not to prompt for manual confirmation before No

performing the reject operation. Only advanced developers
should use this argument.

Example: - f or ce

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p

- qual Request Specifues the Qualification request ID(s) to reject. You can Conditional
[Qualification specify multiple Qualification request IDs in a comma-separated
request | D] list. The list (or single ID) must be enclosed in quotation marks.

Conditions: Required if the r ej ect fi | e argument is not

specified.

Example: - qual Request
"TA3ZIBYP2Y7ZJSX2BBNOTZ8ZTVAF6HAZVQADESFZ,
TA3ZIBYP2Y7ZJSX2CCNOTZ8ZTMAF6 HAZVQA XASEY"

-rejectfile Specifies a file that contains the list of Qualification requests to | Conditional
[filenane] reject. For information about this file, see The Qualification reject
file in Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Conditions: Required if the qual Request argument is not
specified.

Example: -rejectfile

qual i fication_requests_toreject.txt

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk sandbox | No

for testing. This argument takes precedence even if you specify
the production web site in your nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use ther ej ect Qual i fi cati onRequest s
command. These examples reject one Qualification request listed in the file t or ej ect . t xt .

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.
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.IrejectQualificationRequests.sh -rejectfile toreject.txt

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

rejectQualificationRequests -rejectfile toreject.txt

Output

These examples produce the following output.

You are about to reject 1 qualification request(s). Are you sure?
To confirmthis operation, please press ENTER (or press Crl+C to abort):

If you would like to supply a conment to the worker(s), please type it bel ow
then press ENTER

If not, just hit ENTER

[ TA3ZIBYP2Y7ZJSX2CCNOTZ8ZTMAF6HAZVOQAXABEY] Qualification request successfully
rejected
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Description

Ther ej ect Wor k command rejects assignments submitted by Workers. You can reject single assignments,
or you can specify a file that contains the assignments to reject.

Arguments
The following table describes the arguments for the r ej ect Wor k command.
Name Description Required
-assi gnment Specifies the assignment ID to reject. For multiple Conditional
[ assi gnnent | Ds] assignments, separate each assignment ID with a comma.
Condition: Required if the r ej ect fi | e argument is not
specified.

Example: - assi gnnent
OYFZ2TYJF3HZP&ZVAZAOEZDAYZZFDSTZO0YG/ 8WZ

-force Specifies not to prompt for manual confirmation before No
performing the reject operation. Only advanced developers
should use this argument.

Example: -force

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p

-rejectfile Specifies a text file that contains a list of assignment IDs | Conditional
[fil ename] and optional rejection comments. For information about
this file, see The reject file in Files Used by the Command
Line Tools (p. 53).
Condition: Required if the assi gnnent argument is not
specified.
Example:-rejectfile helloworld_reject.txt
- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even

if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the r ej ect Wor k command. These
examples reject the specified assignment with no additional comments.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.
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.IrejectWrk.sh -assignnent OYFZ2TYJF3HZPGZVAZA0EZDAYZZFDSTZOYG/8WZ

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

rej ect Wrk -assi gnment O0YFZ2TYJF3HZPGZV4ZA0EZDAYZZFDSTZOYG/8WZ

Output

These examples produce the following output.

You are about to reject 1 assignnent(s).
To confirmthis operation, please press ENTER (or press Crl+C to abort):

If you would like to supply a conment to the worker(s), please type it bel ow
then press ENTER

If not, just hit ENTER

[ OYFZ2TYJF3HZPGZVAZAOEZDAYZZFDSTZ0YG/8W2Z] Assi gnment successfully rej ected
with comment ()
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resetAccount

Description

The r eset Account command deletes all of your existing HITs from Amazon Amazon Mechanical Turk.
If Workers are still working on a HIT, it is not deleted. Amazon Mechanical Turk approves any assignments
that are submitted but not yet approved.

argumen tS

The following table describes the arguments for the r eset Account command.
Name Description Required
-force Specifies not to prompt for manual confirmation before No

performing the operation. Only advanced developers
should use this argument.

Example: -force

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox. This argument takes precedence even if you

specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the r eset Account command.
Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./reset Account. sh

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

reset Account
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Output

These examples produce output similar to the following.

PLEASE READ THI S CAREFULLY

You are about to delete ALL your H Ts from Anazon Mechani cal Turk.
To confirmthis operation, please press ENTER (or press Ctrl+C to abort):

--- Starting to reset account (10 HI Ts) ---

[ 2AQZMBYFIBTZYSHPKX30] Successfully deleted HT (1/10)
[ AAQZPBYWF1INZNB&ZM=ZZ] Successfully deleted H T (2/10)
[ 2XAZ439GBWZ57MIKX80] Successfully deleted H T (3/10)
[ 4SPZGNZ41XDZSOYGTXMD] Successfully deleted H T (4/10)
[ 4YKZ528SWHOTQTZ0JRPZ] Successfully deleted H T (5/10)
[ 4AWZWAYD7AYJSCYT6J70] Successfully deleted HT (6/10)
[ 38QAW/BSWRSZ3TYOKY5Z] Successfully deleted HT (7/10)
[ AXTZGSX1PR1ZGRSTCY0Z] Successfully deleted H T (8/10)
[ BWGWNYCIORC6BWBKOWZ] Successfully deleted H T (9/10)
--- Finished to reset account ---

H Ts have been del eted or were del eted previously.
H Ts failed to delete.

H Ts coul d not be del eted because they are currently bei ng worked on.
H Ts are left in your account

PP OO
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reviewResults

Description

The r evi ewResul t s command allows you to approve or reject multiple assignments from a file. You
use the output file from getResults (p. 26) to specify which assignments to reject. All other assignments
are approved.

To use the reviewResults command

Run getResults (p. 26).

Open the output file.

For each assignment you want to reject, type any character in the "reject” column for that assignment.
Specify the file in the - r esul t sfi | e argument for the r evi ewResul t s command.

ok wbdPE

Run the r evi ewResul t s command.

& Important

Any mark in the "reject”" column for an assignment causes the assignment to be rejected. Any
unmarked assignments are accepted.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the r evi ewResul t s command.
Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No

Example: - hel p

-resultsfile Specifies the output file from getResults (p. 26) in which | Yes
[fil ename] you have marked the assignments to reject. All unmarked
assignments are approved.

Example:-resul tsfile helloworld.results
- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even

if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the r evi ewResul t s command.
Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.
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.IreviewResults.sh -resultsfile survey.results

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

reviewResults -resultsfile survey.results

Output

This example produces output similar to the following:

[ BWZZVVYNNYKZ6 QZT4VOOQHRZNS93BANZ7 ZZ2 AVG0]
[ SWMABWRITS5X2ZYVZYNS7 292 QZ2VYWNZ1EYSWY3X4Z]
[ JYVZAGXZOXYZNEZ29350XXX0VRI86J4YP6 ZH7WZ0]
[ MDZZXFCOJ 8KP56 YVNWWDAOKZSCYA3YFZPJRNGR8Z]
[ 1Z0ZHS5GGYQWMB3XVEOS5KZ4RSY233CZ0R 1 XA Z]

Assignments approved: 5/5 (100%
Assignments rejected: 0/5 (0%
Assignments failed: 0/5 (0%

Assi gnment
Assi gnment
Assi gnment
Assi gnment
Assi gnment

successful |y
successful |y
successful |y
successful |y
successful |y

approved
approved
approved
approved
approved

Related Commands

e approveWork (p. 5)
e rejectWork (p. 37)
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revokeQualification

Description
The revokeQual i fi cati on command revokes a Qualification from a Worker.
Arguments
The following table describes the arguments for the r evokeQual i fi cati on command.
Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No

Example: - hel p

-qual typeid The Qualification Type ID of the Qualification to revoke Yes
[Qualification Type |fromthe Worker.
1Dl Example: - qual t ypei d RWFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ
-reason [text] The reason you are revoking the Qualification. The text No
must be enclosed in quotation marks.
Example: -reason "1'msorry but your work

quality is bel ow acceptabl e standards."

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-workerid [Wirker 1D | The Worker ID of the Worker from whom to revoke the Yes
Qualification.
Example: - wor keri d A3CAGDVMXFGEPQ

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the r evokeQual i fi cat i on command.
These examples revoke a Worker's qualification and provide a reason.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./revokeQual ification.sh -qualtypeid RWZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ - wor keri d
A3CAGBDMXFGEPQ -reason "I'msorry but your work quality is bel ow acceptable
standards. "
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Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

revokeQual i fication -qualtypeid RAWFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ - wor keri d A3CAGDMXFGEPQ
-reason "I'msorry but your work quality is bel ow acceptabl e standards."

Output

These examples produce the following output.

Revoked qual RWFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ from A3CAGBDMXFGEPQ wit h reason:
I"msorry but your work quality is bel ow acceptabl e st andards.
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unblockWorker

Description

The unbl ockWbr ker command unblocks a Worker who has been blocked from working on your HITs.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the unbl ockWor ker command.
Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No

Example: - hel p

-reason The reason why you are unblocking the Worker. This Yes
reason is logged in our system for auditing purposes.
Enclose this string in quotation marks.

Example:-reason "Made a mi stake. Bl ocked the
wrong Worker | D'

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even

if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-workerid [worker 1D | The ID of the Worker to unblock. Yes
Example: - wor keri d A3CAGDVMXFGEPQ

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the unbl ockWor ker command. These
examples unblock a specified Worker.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

. /unbl ockWbr ker.sh -workerid ASCAGBDVWXFGEPQ -reason "Made a nistake. Bl ocked
the wong Worker ID."

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

unbl ockWor ker -workerid ASCAGBDMXFGGPQ -reason "Made a mi stake. Bl ocked the
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wrong Worker D"

Output

These examples produce the following output.

Unbl ocked ABCAGBDMXFGEPQ with reason: Made a mi stake. Bl ocked the wong Wrker
I D.
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updateHITs

Description

The updat eH Ts command updates properties of HITs that are already on Amazon Mechanical Turk.
All properties of a HIT can be modified:

o Title

¢ Description

« Keywords

¢ AssignmentDurationInSeconds
¢ AutoApprovalDelaylnSeconds
¢ Qualification requirements

& Important

The Reward property can only be updated for HITs that do not have any assignments that have
been accepted, submitted, approved or rejected.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the updat eHl Ts command.
Name Description Required
-properties The HIT properties file that contains the new properties | Yes
[filenane] for the HITs. The HITs are updated with all the values

defined in this file. For information about this file, see The
HIT properties file in Files Used by the Command Line
Tools (p. 53).

Example: - properties hel | oworl d. properties

-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No
Example: - hel p

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No
sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-successfile Specifies the success file that contains the IDs of the HITs | Yes
[fil ename] to be updated. For information about this file, see The
success file in Files Used by the Command Line
Tools (p. 53).

Example: - successfil e hell oworl d. success
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Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the updat eHl Ts command. These
examples update four HITs in the file . . \ sur vey\ survey. success with the new properties in the file
..\'survey\survey. properties

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./lupdat eH Ts. sh -successfile ..\survey\survey.success -properties ..\survey\sur
vey. properties

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

updat eHl Ts -successfile ..\survey\survey. success -properties ..\survey\sur
vey. properties

Output

These examples produce the following output.

--[Initializing]----------
Success File: ..\survey\survey.success
Properties: ..\survey\survey.properties
--[Updating H Ts]----------
Start time: Fri Dec 14 16:48:03 PST 2007
Input: 4 hitids
New H TTypel d: SWZZPTZ7Y14ZY8WKNZHO
Updated H T #0 (4GVEZSHZKKKOWIOMBXWAO) to new H TTypel d SWZZPTZ7Y14ZY8WKNZHO
Updated H T #1 (XYTZYOYKIWRZTCZMBZ80) to new H TTypel d SWZZPTZ7Y14ZY8WKNZHO
Updated H T #2 (RZGZZ4Z6GXKTV5DX81B0) to new H TTypel d SWZZPTZ7Y14ZY8WKNZHO
Updated H T #3 (M26ZN61IJMI9EAMOMR4Z) to new H TTypel d SWZZPTZ7Y14ZY8WKNZHO
End tine: Fri Dec 14 16:48:05 PST 2007
--[Done Updating HHTS]----------
4 HTS were processed
4 HTS were updat ed
Total load time: 2 seconds.
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updateQualificationScore

Description

The updat eQual i fi cati onScor e command updates the Qualification scores for Workers.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the updat eQual i fi cati onScor es command.
Name Description Required
-helpor-h Displays the help for this operation. No

Example: - hel p

-input [fil enane] Specifies the file that contains the Worker IDs and desired | Conditional
Qualification scores to assign. For information about this
file, see The Worker ID file in Files Used by the Command
Line Tools (p. 53).
Condition: Required if the wor ker i d argument is not
specified.
Example: - i nput wor ker _qual _scores. t xt

-qual typeid The Qualification Type ID to update the Qualification Yes
[Qualification Type | scores for.

ID Example: - qual t ypei d RWFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ

- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No

sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

-score [integer The score to assign to each Worker for the specified Conditional
val ue] Qualification Type ID.

Condition: Required if the score is not defined in the i nput

file

Example: - score 50

-wor kerid [Wrker D] | The ID of the Worker you want to assign the score to. Conditional
Conditions: Required if the i nput argument is not
specified.
Example: - wor keri d A3CAGDMXFGEPQ

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the updat eQual i fi cati onScore
command. These examples update the score for one Worker.
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Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

./lupdat eQual i ficationScore.sh -qual typei d RWZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ score 50 -workerid
A3CAGBDMXFGB

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

updat eQual i fi cati onScore -qual typei d RAFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ score 50 -workerid
A3CAGBDMXFCGE

Output

These examples produce the following output.

Successful | y updat ed ABCAGBDMXFG5 score to 50
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updateQualificationType

updateQualificationType

Description

The updat eQual i fi cati onType command updates the properties of your Qualification.

Arguments

The following table describes the arguments for the updat eQual i fi cati onType command.

Name

-answer [fil enane]

-helpor-h

-properties
[fil ename]

-qual typeid

-question [fil enane]

-status [status
val ue]

Description

Specifies the Qualification Answer file that contains the
new AnswerKey XML for the Qualification test. This file
allows the Amazon Mechanical Turk system to
automatically evaluate and score a Qualification request.
For information about this file, see The Qualification answer
file in Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Example: - answer qual i fication. answer

Displays the help for this operation.
Example: - hel p

Specifies the Qualification properties file that contains the
new properties for the Qualification. The Qualification is
updated with all the properties defined in the file. For
information about this file, see The Qualification properties
file in Files Used by the Command Line Tools (p. 53).

i Note

You cannot modify the title of a Qualification.

Example:- properties qualification.properties

The Qualification Type ID of the Qualification you want to
update. This ID is in the . successfile generated after you
create the Qualification with the
createQualificationType (p. 13) command.

Example: - qual t ypei d RWFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ

Specifies the Qualification question file that contains the
new Qualification test. For information about this file, see
The Qualification question file in Files Used by the
Command Line Tools (p. 53).

Example: - questi on qualification.question

Specifies whether the Qualification is active or inactive.
Inactive Qualifications are no longer available for Workers
and cannot be used for new HITs.

Valid Values: Active | Inactive
Example: - st atus Active

Required

No

No

No

Yes

No

No
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Example
Name Description Required
- sandbox Runs this command in the Amazon Mechanical Turk No

sandbox for testing. This argument takes precedence even
if you specify the production web site in your
nt ur k. properti es file.

Example:- sandbox

Example

The following examples for Unix and Windows show how to use the updat eQual i fi cati onType
command. These examples update the Qualification test.

Unix

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Unix.

.lupdat eQual i ficationType.sh -qual typeid RWZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ - questi on sur
vey. question

Windows

The following example demonstrates how to call this command from Microsoft Windows.

updat eQual i ficationType -qual typei d RWZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ - questi on survey. ques
tion

Output

These examples produce the following output.

Updat ed qualification type RAFZTKZ55ZPZXN1C8TDZ
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Files Used by the Command Line
Tools

This section describes the files that the Command Line Tools use.

File Description Used by

The Amazon Mechanical | This file is named nt ur k. properti es and | System
Turk properties file it must exist in the directory that you run the
Command Line Tools from.
This is a text file that contains specific
information about your AWS identifiers as well
as the Amazon Mechanical Turk service

endpoint.
The approve file A text file that contains a list of assignment | The - approvefil e
IDs and optional approval comments. argument of

The first row must contain a column header | approveWork (p. 5)
named assignmentIDToApprove.

The file can have an optional column named
assignmentldToApproveComment.

Separate fields with a tab and enclose
comments in quotes.

The failure file A tab delimited text file that contains the rows | Not used in command
from the input file that failed to load into arguments.
Amazon Mechanical Turk. The system
generates this file if failures occur when you
use loadHITs (p. 30). You can fix the entries,
rename the file, and then use it to load the
HITs that failed.

The system creates this file with the name
[your input filenanme].failure.
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File Description Used by

The HIT properties file A text file that defines the properties of the | The - properti es
HITs you are creating. Use the format argument of the following
[ property]:[val ue] to list the properties | commands:
in the file. loadHITs (p. 30)
Example: r ewar d: $0. 06 updateHITs (p. 47)

For a list of properties, see HIT
Properties (p. 57).

The input file A tab delimited text file that contains the The - i nput argument of
dynamic fields of the HIT. This file can contain | the | oadHl Ts command.
any information that you need for your HIT.

Amazon Mechanical Turk merges this file into
your Question template file and your HIT
properties file.

The first row of the file contains the field
headings. Subsequent rows represent the
custom field values for the HITs to be loaded.
Each row represents one HIT (e.g. 1000 data
rows = 1000 HITs).

The output file A tab delimited text file that contains the The -outputfile
results of submitted HITs that are retrieved | argument of
from Amazon Mechanical Turk. This file getResults (p. 26)

contains all data related to the submitted HITs
and assignments. Each HIT in this file has a
link to your Manage HITs page on the
Requester web site. The last column contains
a tab delimited set of question/answer pairs
for each question field defined in your
QuestionForm.

The Qualification answer | A text file that contains the AnswerKey XML | The - answer argument of
file that defines the answer key for your the following commands:
Qualiﬁcation test. The Amazon Mechanical CreateQua”ﬁcationType (p 13)

Turk system automatically scores the test. updateQualificationType (p.51)

The Qualification answer | A text file that contains name/value pairs of | The - answer s argument of
key file your questions and expected answers. This | evauateQualiicaionRequesis(p.17)

answer key provides another method to

evaluate Qualification requests by giving you

control over when requests are granted. This

format also provides more flexibility by

allowing you to evaluate FreeTextAnswer

answers which cannot be autograded by

Amazon Mechanical Turk.

The format is quest i oni d=expect ed
answer val ue.
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File

The Qualification approve
file

The Qualification ID file

The Qualification
properties file

The Qualification question
file

The Quialification reject file

The Qualification request
file

Description

A tab delimited text file that contains the list
of Qualification requests to approve.

The file must contain a column called
qualificationRequestToApprove that contains
the Qualification request IDs.

The file can have an optional column called
qualificationRequestToApproveValue that lists
the Qualification score to assign for each
Qualification request.

A text file that contains the single Qualification
ID you want to assign to workers. The file
must have a column called qualtypeid.

A text file that defines the properties of the
Qualification you are creating. Use the format
[ property] =[ val ue] to list the properties
in the file.

Example: aut ogr ant ed=f al se

A text file that contains the QuestionForm
XML that defines your Qualification test. This
file is similar to the question file except that
templating is not applicable.

A tab delimited text file that contains the list
of Qualification requests to reject and optional
comments.

The file must contain a column called
gualificationRequestToReject that contains
the Qualification request IDs.

The file can include an optional column called
qualificationRequestToRejectComment that
contains comments you want to provide to
the Worker regarding the rejection.

A tab delimited text file that contains the
details of the Qualification requests made by
Workers.

Used by

The - approvefile
argument of
approveQualiicationRequests (p.3)

The - i nput argument of
the following commands:

assignQualification (p. 8)
evaluateQuialiicationRequests (p.17)

The - properties
argument of the following
commands:

createQualificationType (p. 13)
updateQualificationType (p.51)

The - quest i on argument
of the following commands:
createQualificationType (p. 13)
updateQualificationType (p.51)

The -rejectfile
argument of
rejectQualificationRequests (p.35)

The -out putfile
argument of
getQualificationRequests (p. 24)
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File

The question file

The reject file

The score file

The success file

The Worker ID file

Description

A text file that contains the QuestionForm
XML that defines your HIT.

u) Tip
To make your QuestionForm a
template and merge it with values
from your input file use the syntax
${the field nane}, where the
field name is the column name from
the input file. Amazon Mechanical
Turk uses Apache Velocity to perform
the merge. For more information
about merge syntax, go to
http://velocity.apache.org.

A text file that contains a list of assignment
ID and optional rejection comments.

The first row must contain a column called
assignmentldToReject.

The file can have an optional column called
assignmentldToRejectComment.

Separate fields with a tab and enclose
comments in quotes.

A tab delimited file that contains the Worker
IDs and the Qualification scores to assign.

The file must contain a column called
workerid that contains the Worker IDs.

The file can optionally contain a column called
score that specifies the scores to assign to
Workers.

A tab delimited text file that contains the HIT
IDs and the HIT Type IDs that were
successfully loaded into Amazon Mechanical
Turk. This file is generated when you load
HITs using loadHITs (p. 30) or

updateHITs (p. 47).

The file must contain a column called hitid.

The system creates this file with the name
[your input filenane].success.

A text file that contains a tab delimited list of
Worker IDs to assign the Qualification to, and
optional Qualification scores.

The file must contain a column called
workerid.

The file can optionally contain a column called
score that lists the Qualification scores to
assign to each Worker.

Used by

The - quest i on argument
of loadHITs (p. 30)

The -rejectfile
argument of the
rejectWork (p. 37)
command

The-scor efi | e argument
of the

assignQualification (p. 8)
command.

The - successfile
argument of the following
commands:
approveWork (p. 5)
deleteHITs (p. 15)
extendHITs (p. 20)
getResults (p. 26)
updateHITs (p. 47)

The - i nput argument of
the

updateQualificationScore (p.49)
command
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HIT Properties

HIT Properties

The following table describes the HIT properties.

Property
title
description
keywords
reward
assignments

annotation

assignmentduration
hitlifetime

autoapprovaldelay

qualfication

Description

Title of the HIT

Description of the HIT

Keywords to associate with the HIT

Reward for the HIT formatted as $0.00 USD

Maximum number of assignments available for this HIT

Value you use to identify this HIT

:‘) Tip

You can merge values from the input file into this property. To do
this, use the syntax: ${ t he fi el d nane}, where the field name is
the column name from the input file. Amazon Mechanical Turk uses
Apache Velocity to perform the merge. For more information about
merge syntax, go to http://velocity.apache.org.

Amount of time, in seconds, a Worker has to complete the assignment

Amount of time, in seconds, the HIT is active before it expires

Amount of time, in seconds, before a submitted assignment is automatically
approved

Qualfication requirements for your HIT. To specifiy the requirements, use the
following syntax.

qualification.1—Qualification Type ID

qualification.comparator.1—String that specifies the kind of comparison
to make

qualification.value.1—Integer value for the comparator to use
qualification.locale.1—Locale value to use

qualification.private.1—Boolean value that specifies whether Workers
who do not meet the qualification requirements can preview the HIT

To specify additional qualification requirements, increment the .1 suffix (e.qg.
qual i fication. val ue. 2).

For more information about the qualification requirements, see QualificationRequirement Data Structure.
For more information about the properties see HIT Data Structure.

Qualification Properties

The following table describes the qualification properties.
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Qualification Properties

Property
name
description
keywords

retrydelayinseconds

testdurationinseconds

autogranted

Description

Name of the Quialification

Description of the Qualification

Keywords to associate with the Qualification

Minimum amount of time, in seconds, required before a Worker can re-request
the Qualification

Amount of time, in seconds, allowed for the Worker to complete the
Qualification test (if a test exists)

Specifies whether the Qualification should be autogranted upon request. This
parameter is only valid if a Qualification does not have a test associated with
it. Valid Values: true | false
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Document History

This documentation is associated with the 2008-08-02 release of Amazon Mechanical Turk. This guide
was last updated on 2011-07-26.

The following table describes the important changes since the last major release of this developer guide.

Change Description Release Date
Technical The API reference and the command line tool reference | 2009-09-16
documents have been split out of the Amazon Mechanical Turk

reorganized Developer Guide. Now, on the documentation landing

page, Amazon Mechanical Turk Documentation you can

select the document you want to view. When viewing the
documents online, the links in one document will take you,
when appropriate, to one of the other guides.
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